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"the courts.
The Discretionary Powers ol a

Judge Defined.

liability of Sleeping Car Companies for
Stolen Property.

Opening of the Madison Street
Homicide Trial.

"'»« r\t oiRitiiiitiii for tdmlulon to

(lie Bar will commence ou tbe 19th lust., la the
Buoreme Ooart tJeuerai Term Room.
Tbe report of tbe Commissioners of Estimate

and Assessment for opening lttttb street was nus>-
Bitted yesterday IB Supreme Court, Chamber*, to

Judge Donot.ue, and a motl( n made for Its con-

Urination. No one opposed tne motion and the reportwas confirmed.
The civil suit brougnt t>T the Couutess da Hois

de Blanca against Carl Vojrt to recover money
and securities alleged to have been stolen by Vogt
Irom her murdered hosnand was on yesterday's
calendar, In Part 3 of tbe supreme court, Circuit,
being held by Judge Lawrence. Application was
maoe to postpone tbe trial, on the ground that it
was necessary first to get tne returns from a com-
mission seat to Belgmin to obtain evidence In the
ease. There was a lengthy argument between
counsel, at the conclusion or which Judge Lawrence
took tbe papers, reserving his decision.
The trial of the case oi the Russian Baroness,

Olga de Maluta PraloU, vs. The New York Central
and Hudson River Railroad, was resumed ycstcr-
nsv in rh« i-nmmiin law branch oi the I'nued
suites Circuit Court. No additional lacts were
elicited. The case will probably be given to the
Jury to-day.
In the United States circuit Court yesterday

tbe trial ol Inspector Harm, charged with beinjr
implicated in tbe smugRliu^ or 20,000 cigars
through tbe Custom liou*e, the evidence taken
in which has been /ully reported, was renamed,
counsel occupying: the day in snmuiuisr np. The
ewe will be given to the jury by Judge Benedict
this morning.

POWERS OF A JUDGE DEFINED.
meriting or the term ' 'uiscitetlonaet

poweh."
At tbe General Term of Common Pleas, before

Judges Daiy. KoMnson and Larremore. argument
was bad yesterday in the case or Daniel O'Connell

a. Sctiamu M. MoacUcowltz. It will be rememberedthat the appellant waa sued la tbe lhird
District Court, before Judge Fowler, and alter
issue joined be tendered to tbe Justice an "Un-
dertaking on removing cause to tbe Common
Pleas" and a proposed "order (or sncb removal,"
In parsnance of tbe etatute governing sucb cases
The plaintiff, availing himself of tbe practice and
decisions, required tbe saretles on said undertakingto justify, and tbelr examination was accordinglytaken. PlaintUTs attorney making no objectionas to ttielr sufficiency tbe Judge approved
tbe sufficiency or one o: tue sureties bat did not
approve of tbe other, and refuaed to approvethe undertaking or to Bign tbe order
of removal. To this toe deiendant took
an exception, refused to furnish another surety or
undertaking, claming tbat tbe sureties were *affluent,le:t the c urt iooui and took no further

Jiroceedings iu the action. Tne plaintiff obtained
augment by default lor tbe aom ol. SIHd 10 damage*and costs. Fron tsla Judgment the d«
Nidant appealed.
Oeorge K. Langbetn, counsel for appellant,

krgned that If tbe undertaking offered was correct
in lorn# and tbe sure ies tuerein were sufficient.
Judge Fowler should have signed toe order or removal.that he bad n-> jurisdiction to render judgmentor to take any further acuon in tbe caae,
tbat he was iunctus officii, and tbat bisjuiisdtctlon
waa arrested except to aJjourn. Keierrtug to tbe
case of Hogan vs. Devlin U Da It, 1h4i, be inalsted
further that tne Justice was bound to accept and
approve auy one or more redpoastixe sureties, ana
lbt( ii the sureties were good la law upou the lace
of their sworn examination the Justice could cot
irom mere wilralness, caprice or whim ob.ect or
disapprove of tfie at. This doctrine, be
claimed, la conceded to be law lu tbe
cue of Adams v. Ives (8 Mew York Supreme Court
Reports, l Man.), Id Uie opinion of Judge Talcott.
lbe Justice was to exercise a Judicial discretion.
a legal discretion to be exercised la dUcerninc
the coarse prescribed oy law. Wnec tnat u discernedit is Uie duty of the courts to loliow it. It
Is to be exercised, not 10 give effect to tbe will of
the Judge, but to that of the law. (Tripp vs. C ok.
26 Wend., 148, 163.) It must bs a --a and discretion," as Mid Judge Brailj in tbe case of Uogan
»s. Devlin.
Thomas Henry Kdsall, counsel for resoondent,

argued tbat tbc Justice bad a riubt to satisfy himself,and tnat la ttiuj case tbe Justice liadsrakd be
was personally acquainted witu one of uie soretics,wno.u be woald aot accept.
Tbe coart uuaulmotisiy reverted the judgment,

tbe Cbiei Justice stating tbat tuc sureties being
gufflcicnt in law, as sauwn by then sworn eiamInaiions,tne Justice was oouud judicially to approvetbe undertaking and sign i u« order of removal.Hc&diis, lurtnir, tbat a judge sbouid have
po private reason; it must be a judicial reason,
and not an arbitrary, whlm-lcai or cupricioux reason.
IMPORTANT TO RAILWAY TRAVELLERSIN SLEEPING CARS.
A case, important to railway travellers occupyingsleeping cars, came up yesterday before Judge

joacbimsen, lu tbe Marine court. Tbe plaintiff,
Charles P. Palmeter. sued tbe defendant. tVcb*t«r

Wagner, tne President of the New York Central
Weeping Cmr Company, to recover *1,000 damage.!
under tne following clrcu.n stances. The plaintiff,
on tne evening ol Btti December, 1872, travelling
Crom New York to Chicago, bought, besides a first
Class ticket from the Hallway Company, also a
berth from the Sleeping car company, paring an
adatttonal $6 lor it. Retiring io his berth that
night bo placed in it his vest, containing a valuablegold watch and chain and $1K> in mouey.
The best morning, havina arrived at byracose,lie discovered thai his vest and the
valuables in it were gone. The watch ami chain
be never recovered, bat the vest with $70 iu tne
In11A pocket was subsequently round on the
track and restored to him. The Inconvenienco
and aeiav occasioned by his loan, particularly that
of his cash, neceif-ary lor ti.e pio.secuuon oi the
argent business winch co npeiied mm u> go to
Chicago, was, ol coarse, an element in the action
lor damages. There was no Ueniai o: the loss, but
counsel lor iieieudam argncd that they were not
responsible for the safety oi the gooas oi passengersooiy when given over to tne custody of tiioir
Dorter, and tor the saie keeping of which there is
a room in each sleepiug car, aud that in neglectingthis precaution lie contributed to his own loss.
On the other hand, counsel lor the plaintiff contendedtnat under the statute in reUnon to sleepingcars ou railroads the companies are liable tor
the damages suffered by the plaintiff in the case;
that rh/t piimniinv nlAfPfl t.hpm«^lVM in th#* rjinnrttv

and were responsible in the uuie way And to cue
name extent a* ooardlog house and inn keepers.
Tins view ot toe case was^ot adopted bj tbe
Court, who, in charging the Jury, said that it w«a
tlie Orst case or the kind, be believed, tnat nad
been brought before the eourts, and tnere wan no
Itght to guide them by precedent. With regard to
the claim lor tbe value ot toe warcli.and that
point must be ttirown a*ide by the jury. an tbe
deienoe bad lslled In proving valne t.y expertevidence.If tbey found any liability on
the part ol the company, tbey would hka- as tbe
damage at six and a quarter cent*. Tb« lacta, aa
adduced oy ike plaintiff as to hia loss, tbe purchaseof an extra ticket from toe company, tbe
restoration of tbe vest and 170 ot toe money,
pinned on an Inside pocket, to tbe piaintirt, was
Clearly presented to tbe junr by Judge Joar.hlinsen,
sad that body, after an absence of baif an hour,
returned a verdict for $M.

>THE MADISON STREET HOMICIDE.
Th* trla. of Thomas flayea, indicted for murder

In tfca first degree, was commenced yesterday
before Judge Barrett, in tbe Court of Oyer and
Terminer. The victim of the homicide was Ttiomas
P. Deianey. An altercation occurred between the
two on the 7th of September last, on the corner of
Madiaon and Jackson street**, which ended in

Hayes shooting Deianey with a ptstol. uelaaey
lingered aome alx weeks alter the shooting and
tben died. Tbe prisoner, by whom sal lis wire
And two children, was represented bv A. Oakey
Hall, the prosecution being conducted by AssistantDistrict Attorney Lyons. Objection was made
by Mr. Lyons to tbe prisoner's wife xitttng by his
aide. Mr. Hall promptly met tas objection by recallingme attention of Judge Barrett to me fact
that wuen Lord William Kusaeii was on trial the
Attorney General objected to Lady Musseii occupyinga seat by the side of her husband; tbat Lord
Rus-ell said that he desired tbe attendant a of his
wile to assist mm in taking notes, and that thereuponthe Judge allowed her to re aln feer seat.
Judge Barrett did too same tn tin* case. Nsariy
two nours were occupied In obtaining a Jnry.
George* Netlmrc >tt was tho first witness called.

Be tesrined that on the day named Hayes eame to
kia house to see L»e.ancy, and that a subsequent

tfKW TOR]
ircrcaiMB owntnnmw tw% IM that im
beard im »n*m«r im taraaiaatng Iuiuh*
against tbe JiiimiI; m aeparmed tbe* u< tb»a
Kit, bat ku tmtf nt away a wort dWUM when
be Mart a pMM flkot; turning around be saw
Bajw raanlaf Mil aaa aiwrvtn raaad Dalanejrlyiag taw iwiaiat aoffenag from a piatolshot in bis aead. Two other witnesses were
axainiaed. bat gave so aiatenal (acta, alter wblcb
tbe Uaort adjoaraed.

DECISIONS.
auww coiiar.chambebh.

1)7 Ju'lge Jama.
Poad Kxtraet Company va. Humphrey's Specific

llorowopathlc Medicine Company and Anofner..
.Morion to continue injunction peudtog tbe action
granted, wit* $M coats to abide the event.

By Judge Donobue.
Prye v». Daryaa.Mutton granted.
Mooney vs. Praacta; Dauxlger vs. crofut..Motiondenied.
Wmweii va Ireland..Reference ordered.
CuUlu va Knaue..Memorandum.
Tovie vs. Riter..Judgment granted.

blpkxlcx ootbt.8fbcial tkuk.
By Judge Van Voret.

Hapen va. Crawiord; Bade va Slater..Judgme.ulor defendants* .see-opinions.
Lupton va. Srnitb at at..Judgment lor defenduuton demurrer.

krpbjod! ootrar.ctrctttt.pabt el
By Judge Van Urnut.

AlcVey va Caatrall..see memorandum.
nr-PHKMTt coubt.cibcuit.pabt eh.

By Judge Van Vorst.
Wallace at aL va Bates..caae and amendments

settled.
kaeinx OOrBT .chambebs.

By Ju<t«e JoacC.lmaeu.
Duryee va. Rhodes; Tenney va. Morris: DamV

maun v*. Jullen: Schwartz va. Godnardt; Kojitti
vs. Bamberger; Gay vs. Ljuch..Motions granted.
Rous* va. Beaeb..Oruer appointing receiver vacated.
H-mme va Fry .Motion dismissed, witti $10

costs.
lucnarnson vs. waiicer..uroer vacated.
Jacfcaou aud Anotuer vs. Parkins..Motion

granted by default.
Heiiuer vs. Benaeiuadl..Motion denied, with

$10 costs.

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS.
Before Judge Sutherland.

In this Court yasterdar Bernard l>olan, who was
indicted lor stealing a watch worth 14S on Christmasnijj he lrom Charles Turnberg, in Cherry street,
witn violence, pleaded guilty to petit larceny
from tne person.
John suit ill Murray, alias Martin, was tried an<!

convicted of r*tlt larceny from toe person, on
the 2Ctn of last month tie assaulted ueorgts w.
Randolph in Kigbth avenue, between Forty-secondand Kortf-thlrd streets, and stole a watch
worth fas.
These prisoners were each sent to the State

IY190U lor live years.
FELONIOUS ASaAITLT.

Jennie Richardson was tried and convicted of an
assault with intent to do bodily barm to Maria
Branch, on tbe 20th of Decembsr. The evidence
showed that three colored women, who lived in
Thompson street, quarrelled about a man, and
Jealousy so Influenced Jennie as to induce ber to
cut Maria in tbe lace and neck with a small knife.
Judge Sutherland remarked tba', judging lrom the
number of assaults which occur iu Thompson
street, the colored population must be iu a st mibaroarou*condition, although there might be exception*He sentenced tbe prisoner to tbe State
Prison tor four rears.
Cbaries Reynolds, who on tbe 30th or December

cat John Riley in the bead with a knife, pleaded
guilty to assault and battery. It was sbovru to
the Court that toe parties were friends, and other
mitigating circumstances were mentioned, which
lnunced the Jodge to mocttfy the punishment to
imprisonment in tbe Penitentiary for six months.

ACQUITTALS.
Robert A. Murphy was tried u, on a charge ot

snatching a $20 blU from Peter Holloch, at a saloon
in West Broadway, on the 3d o( tills month. Tbe
Jory bel.eved tbe statement of Murphy, who
proved good character, that tbe prosecuting witnessgave mm tbe bill to get It changed. A verdict01 notguuijr was promptly rendered.
John lien, who was charged with petit larceny

from the Demon, was tried and acquitted. Ldward
Jost, the complainant, was stupidly Intoxicated in
the street on toe morning of ttie 3lst of Decern|ber, and a police otticer detected tbe prisoner In
the act oi taking tbe keys from he complainant's
pocket, hi* Honor airecteo toe jury to acquit, on
tbe ground tbat the indictment speclUcaliy
charged tne accused with stealing the keys, wniie
tbe proof showed that be had no each Intent. The
Jadfe intimated, however, that tf Bell had buen
Indicted lor an "aasauil with Intent to steal," he
might have teen convicted.
Jaue Patterson, wuo accompanied Arthur Aders

to a disreputable house in the Bowery, was
charged with stealing to. but tne evlucnee was
rather doubuui. The jury gave her the benefit oi
tne doubt and rendered a verdict or "Not guilty."

JEFFERSON MARKET POLICE COURT.
rxwzlcolct visitor*.

Before Judge otterbourg.
John Burns, James Faulkeoer and Deals Morrlsserwere each committed in default of $1,6oj ball

yesterday, charged with feloniously assaulting
Patrick Mc<)abe, of No. 220 West Eighteenth street,
on New Year's evening. It appears they paid him
a call without being very well acuoaintea with
lrim, and finished up b) assaulting utin In a cross
manner. Tne» were arrested by OCDoer Kain, of
the blxteenth precliici and lolly Identified by Mr.
McCabe.

ESSEX MARKET POLICE COURT.
a BOGUS TBtJCKlUN.

Beiore Judge Murray.
James Sltnonson was committed for examination,

charged with attempting to steal seven bags oi
tooacco irom me manufactory 01 juuqs Michaels,
ol No. 80 Wmett street. He waa discovered at
about twelve o'clock cu Wednesday bight id the
act ot removing the property on bis true* from tbe
warehouse, and when questioned said be was employedto do so. but couia not say by wnom. 11m
excuse was considered much too tbin.

COURT CALENDARS.THIS DAY.
SrritKMK Colut.Chambers.Held by Judge

Donobue.. Sos. 48, 62, 82, 08, 76, TO. 77, 89, W9,
113, 115, 12?, 137, 142, 184, 170, 171, 184, 187, 192,
194.
SUPREME court.OENBRAL Term.Held by

Judges Davis. Ura<ly SDd Daniels Mo-. 1UJ, 110.
bCHBEMK uocirr.aritciAi. Tebm.Held by JudgeVm firunu.Deina. rers.Nos. 9, 16, 8, 11, 12, 10,

17. Issues of Law and fact.bos. T, 9, iu, ft, 61,
83, 62, 03, 66, 88, 09, 72, 73, 74. 76, T8, 87, 1, 11, 88,
89. 90, M, 93, 94.
sufrbme cocbt.cisctirr.Psrt 2.Held by

judge Van Vorsu.abort causes.No*. 828,
1384, 1610, 164o, 1322, 1808, 890, 1022,
1628, 1662, 1466, 12*0 1840. 1370 X. 1006.
1460. 1860, 1350, 1644, 1840. 1792, 1560, 1870 1TT2, 1708,
1892, 1808, 1762, 1232, 2088, 1916, 2144, 2131, 2038, 2064.
18J2, 2114, 2162, 1778. 1812, 1804, 1828, 1784*. Fart
3.Held by Judge Lawrence..Bbort cause.".No*.
1873, 1289, 1466. 1826, 160*, 1809, 1827, 1177, lo41,
1046, 131)6, 1811, 413, 1475, 1863, 1809, 1767, 1493, 1319,
1821, 1377, 1797. 1663, 1371 % 1869, 1287^. 1875, 2145,
2096, 2121, 859. 909, 926, 966, 1066. 1068, 1059.
muruuiib court.Tbial Term. I'art 2.Held by

Judjre SedgwiCIC..Nos. 805, 1192, 814, 642S, 698,
602, H26, 8.M. *32, 836, 838, 840. 842, 844, 846.
HlTEBIOB Col'Br.UKXBRAL 1ERM. lleld by

Judges Friedman. Curtis and spetr..N<s. 80, 44,
21. 8. 19, 20, 2*. 27, 29, 39, 42, 43.
common Fleas.Triai. Term.Part 1.Held Dy

Juage U>ew..Call on. No. 2t*. Part 2.Adjourned
for itie term.
Comhok Pleas.General Term.Held by Judges

DfUy, ltoomson and Larremore..Nos. lai, 176, 177,
178, 179, 1.10, 181, 183, 185, 189, 190, 191, 192. Restored
cases.Nos. 147. 186. 187, 188, 131, 146, 129. 106.
Marine Cocbt.Trial Term.Fart l.Held by

Judge Alter..NOS. 1229, 925, 929, 1006, 687, 2127,
1170, 1171, 1172, 1173, 1175, 1176. 1177, 1179, llsl,
1182. Part 9.Held by Judge McAdaui..Nus. 2089,
llww 1MB. 2204. 220j. B-,7. 251. 1189. 1190. 1191. 119'.
1103, 1167, lluu, 1202, 1204. Part a.Held by Jurtiie
Grose..Noa. 2396. 2402. H«l, 2424, 21*6, 2241, 2J7o,
1072, M70, 1 Milt, *133, 22S7. 1001, 10M), 107S.
corirr or gaxkkal Sessions..Held by Judge

gntherland..The People va. William Gill, robbery;
same vs. William Benson and Frederick Hopali,
robbery; same vs. WUiiam S. Johnson and Frank
hoe, fraud larceny; same vs. Edward Duuigoole.
grand larceny; name v.«. William hacia, Marcus
ftucta and William H. Walner, conspiracy jsame
vs. John Simpson, Charles Sanborn and William
Morgan, burglary.
Oyer and Tf.hmineh.Held by Judge Barrett..

The I'cupie vs. jamea Hays (continued), kouiude,

COMMISSION OF APPEALS CALENDAR.
albaxt, Jan. t, 1875.

The day calendar for Friday, January 8, is aa

follows:.NoS. 282, 2xft, 2M, 2*H, 201. 285. 2>5. 298,
2Xf, 301. Adjonrned autil to-morrow at ten o'clock.

a "check swindled.

A swindler who appears to have victimized a

large namber ol tradesmen through the medium
of bogus checks was arrested yesterday alternoon
on Grand street by Officer Anderson, el the Fourteenthprecinct. He gives his name as Richard
Selvat and bis residence as No. as First avenue.
Tne latest complainant against bim is Peter Bettr.,
of No. 843 Centre street, on whom ho passed u
wortnieas check lor $47 yesterday morning
Numerous other complaints atritlnst him were pre
viousiy made In the Detective Bureau in Police
Headquarters, out tne otllcers attached ;o that 4#
partmeni lulled to find aelvat. Among the com
plunanta who appeared at the Koui teentn pre
clnct station house after the arrest ol Seivat were
Henry Hetterieiu. of No. 27 First avenue, to whonr
he gave for goods a bogus cncck ror $63; Chsrl^i
Lltzlnger, of No. 287 Bowery, whom lie swindled
with a cneck lor $42; Henry Levy, of No. 47 Ivasi
Houston street, and John Vetuin. Selvat wUl W

1 uied at the IobIm thU uwruing.

K. HERALD, FKIDA*. JA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.

Kwnui kortilt uxwrrrso.paoroszD caunni
HI THE MAN'AGKITENT OF THE RATS CAMAUt.
MMCKLLANZUUB BUSINESS.
The rtfutor monthI; meeting of the Cbam'jer o

Commerce «u held at Its rooms, Mo. «3 Wllliarr
street, yesteru.»> afternoon, Vice President Georg<
Opdyke la tbe chair. Alter the uu' preliminary
buwneHB had been disposed or the loilowlng gentle
men were elected membersNathaniel A. Boyu
ton, Cornelius Hoys, 1. Sherwo d Coffln, James
Haines Drake, J. Niven Hegeman, Mortimer ben
dncks, William P. Llbby, fcetu Low, Constanrint
Meneiaa. James Pyle, Samuel T. W. Sanlord. Henrj
C. south worth, Joseph M. Wara and WllUam P
Ward.
Keporta of special commltteea betas called, Mr

.Samuel B. Kuggiea, chairman of tne Committee oi
Kail way and Oajial Leglalation, reierred to ttu
canal policy or tbe btate as ahadowed by the in'
augural Message or Governor TUden. It dlfferi
materially from the maimer in wh ch the subject
bad been treated by hla predecessors. Tbe pro*
posed enlargement of the locks Is not Indorsed,
uuv iu increase o' speeu is recoiuiucuuea. id

ottier words, Bald Mr. Kuggles, this means tti<
Bjxter steamboat process. If, as Das been affirmed,the average cost of transporting one
bushel of wheat from Buffalo to Mew York does
not exoeed lour cents, then the vast problem is
solved, and enlarged lacks are not essential. Yet,
to bring the enormous products of the West to
this city In the manner suggested there woold be

required a fleet of 600 such steamboats, and for
one, the speaker thought It would be rather «e|vcrc If alter construction tlie locks should tben be
enlarged. Wit iout luiiy indorsing the idea tnat
Baxter had solved the knotty canal qneaiion, the
sneaker was willing to give him a period of two
je.trs to try his boat. One thing, however, was

wanting and Governor TUden neglected to refer to
it in his Message, A proper and judicious managementof trie canais must be bad by those who
control tneir affairs. The Chamber 01 Commerce
should insist upon this, and the only way in which
it can be brought about is to put the wnole managementof the canals in the hands of one person.
lie *hon il be a man who could not be coaxed or
bullied; Ida appointment to t>e made by ibe Governorand the constitution qj the State no altered
aB to allow it. Mr. Higgles referred to tbc many
gros* abuse* or tbe management ot tbe cauaiu by
the CommUaioner-?. instancing in particular the
otter disregard ot that law whicb makes it incumbentupon tbe oQlcials to buve (he Erie Canal
Rounded every month. It baa not been
done lor sixteen rears. By placing tbe charge of
thta uepat tinent In tbe banda of one person. wno
could be removed no eoou as detected in any overt
act, its proper administration can be obtained.
Following out tbe Idea, Mi. Ruggles then offered
the lollowlug
revived. That It b« referred to the Special Committeeou Rail way and lanai Legislation u> prepare and

cubnilt to tbe Chamber for it* consideration an amend*
iu>*:it to tbe State constituuon, empowering the Governor.with the concurrence ot the fVna'e, to appoint a
superintendent ot the Canal*, who (ball be huOJ ct to removalat aiiy time by the (iovcrnur: aaiu Superintendent
to appoint lour assistant*, subject at all times to removal
by lilin, which Sup?rintea lent and hi* atriatants shall
havu lb*! sole management and snpcrvUion of thu construction.repairs anl navigation ol the canal*.
Resolved, That said committee report said amendment

to the ("hainber at a special meeting, to tie held on Thanday,21rt inat
Messrs. F. A. Conktlng and P. M. Wetmore consideredthat tbe time given for the consideration

of the important <iuestlou was too brie*. Tbe
lormer did not believe In such tinkering of the
constitution; changing organic laws waa a serioua
matte'. Trie cnairman deemed the action JudlIcious and timely. The hydra-beaded commission
that control the canal affairs bare been guilty of
great extravagance and itreat lrapuilty and undue
expedite ; »o much ho that a lur>re amount of revenueis lost to trie Stato by maladministration.
Tte resolutions were then adopted.
Mr. John P. Henry, on behall oi the delegates oi

tne Chamber to the Convention o( the National
(Jneap Transportation Ass >ciatiou. held In Rlchimondlast month, submitted Hie following report,
which was ordered to be entered on the minutes:.

New You. Jan. T. 197#.
To ths Orncsas and Muiiu or tn* Ciiuiui or Co*|hbroh. New Yoaa:.
Gkhtuois.l lie delegate* appointed by roar honorablebody lo attend the second annual Convention or the

National Cheap Transportation Association, at Richmoun.Va., beg respectlully to report that We C'onruiiWonmet pn ibo 1st ut December. lion .'o*iah Quincy. ol
Boston. Iti th" chair The attendance wai large, and
included Home tnrce hundred representative* irom sevjntccndifferent suite*, anion ft whom Were many taduen
tial toil diatiuiiulshrd men, who arc identified with the
commercial interest* of our country. The dUcusslou
ot tins i>est methois of Mcurtng the transoortatton ol
cereal* and other merchandise at a rave Ih it will be
adequately ruinuneralive to the carrier*, while H remove*ibe cinbir*" ot the excessive tariff which now
prevails wa* a mo*t encouraging indication of ihj ah
orbing Tutereit manlreated in tne question, by the peo
pie generally, in all part* of the country. The discussonfurther elicited the existence of a necessity lor new
and unfettered avenoea for the inovlov of freight* tiom

Ihe Weal to the acaboard mart* it the Kast and. «rlil'.«
-jme lavor the construction of canal*, and others the
building ut railway* for this purpose, it seem.< to be eonIrlnalveJv evident tfcat the conminiinatlon ot both plan*
Is necessary to *ati*t\ th- nee-la of our overgrown com
mercial and agricultur.il lndnatrles.
The deliberation* ol the Convention also developed*unanimous spirit of animadversion upon the exUUn*

management ol our main unnk line*, and a general sen
tlin-ni tbat ibe system of redupiicatioa of eerallcaiea u!
railway stock*, whereby au mcrc.taed treWlit lanff li
iieceautatcd for the purpose ot creating dividend*, ii
exceedingly reprehensible and Justly ceniurable. Not

this great question, which, If pr<>a*ctited to a successful
teriiilnaltoii, aud li honestly and faithfully carried mil
In accordance witli the aplrii ot its inception and with
lio taiutof speculation about it. cauuol fail to b'-nedi
Incalculably the entiro country.
lour delegate* do not deem It out of place to embody

Is thi* report an expression ot their grateful rt-mem
brance ot t'ie hospital.ty extended to them and the othei
number* of the Convention by the citizens ot itlebtuond
during ilioir ktay In tliat city, and It Ik nil the more
pleasant to note the generous kindness of our trtend* ot
the j-outti at this time, as iniicativu of u renewal of the
great fraternal bond ot nationality that hound tu togetherIn the earlier history ot oar eouutry, and which,
wo trust, will continue to grow stionger with the yean
that u re to come.
Pre vlous to the rejournment of the Convention resolutionwan passed by which the name of the a«»o< l iuon

«u changed lrom the "Cheap Transportation AssociaIUoii" to The American B ard ot Transportation and
Commerce." a title whl?h is regarded as more significantand eouujrehenit ve.
A memorial, signeu by the President of the Convention.Hoo. Jo.sian Quincy, and the Secretary. P. U. orguaon.waa transmit.el to Congress. Thi* memorial wm

supplemented by a wriei of resolutions, ot which the
foiiowiuK is a brief synopsis
ftr l.the pressing need of unrestricted trade bctwoen

the States, to accomplish which It is necessary to promoteevery legitimate means to lea-ten the cost ol Internaltnn->P'>rtati.m.
Berond.The restoration of onr foreign commerce nece*

sarv to our prosperity; a desideratum which can onlineeffectually brought about by the cheap transportation
Of produce to our teaporU.

Third."l ltat the prosent Inch freight rates render (he
transfer of cereals almost prohibitive and prevent their
shipment to the murkets or the world, thus giving prelectionto the grain growers of Kmrta ag»-n.«t < itr t. rin
er» of the West, to the manufacturers of (ireat Britain
against those ot New England, and to the ii.incr* ol
Scotland and Wales against those of the United (vatos.
fourth.Let Congress adopt measures to enable ns to

export our produce, and gold will flow hack to ua Insteadof away from us; and high protective tariff* will
cease io be a nece>sity.
/VIA.Hy supplying the mean-* of exporting our native

productions we sliaiT be enabled to return to specie payments.a* a gold circulation Is the normal condition ol
national prosperity everywhere.
tfixth.That Congress should, at it* coming session,

provide the means for the conatruition ot adequate
water rouli-i, as recommended b.v t!i* Senate'» committec.ami ujc.pt other measures to secure the boon ol
cheap transportation.
Vivn/i-Tmi the oblect of Ihls Convention Is to pro

mote peace and harmony. There should bu a column
nitv of commercial iu'erests in all parts 01 our country.It is the irue Interest of all to promote the interests 01
each other: and our best policy will be found In a re
union of all the great Industrie* of the land for the sake
of national prosperity.
The Convention a.ijournnd to meet In Chicago at sncti

tlnif as the Executive omuiittec shsil deem advlsuuic
keapectinlly submitted,

I JOHN V. I1KNRY j ... .E. R. DUftKhE ' }De««g»t;».
Mr. W. S. Falretuld. President of ihe liutter and

Cheese Exchange, aubuiiiled a propogiuou ior the
establishment of a General Amer.c^n Kxchung<
for the economical exchange, stoiaue and traosiei
of all domestic staple* or iood. lie desired tlx
ChaDK>er to Indorse the nroiect. and Ui« mutim
was referred to tbe Executive Committee,
A like course was directed in the mat:er of a re»

olotioo submitted by Mr. P. B. Tnarber, who de
sired un expression from the Chamber regarding
the manner of giving out the coatracu lor pubU<
improvements.

Mr. l/oudoii addressed the Chamber at lengtb 01
the question of paper moner and specie, ana wha
course 'he itovernrnent sh'ald pursue In this im
portaut matter. Adjourned.

THE PRODUCE EXCHANGE.

APPOINTMENT OF A LIOHTERAOE OOUMITTSB.
Yesterday, at two o'clock, there was a meetini

at the Produce Exchange of tbo naval store
trade, to take appropriate action on tbe dcatb o

one of their members, Mr. Edward 8. Ruddero*
The meeting was organised by tbe appointment o

Mr. Zophsr Mills as President and Mr. John Tnrtoi
as secretary.
iterations were pawed of condolence, to bi

presented to the ismiij. Mr. II. J. Hatpin sec
ended them and Mr. Joan K. Camerdeu made i
lew appropriate rematka, alter which they were
unanimously adopted.
Tbe following applications Jor membership o

the Exchange were approved :.Me«srs. l.ouis A
Stoipp and Frsnk Wood. Messrs. HostWlck, fbll
lips aod Herrica were appointed the "Complain

i Committee'' tor the current month of JanuaryAt three o'clock a meeting ol the members eupug'Jm
> TTIR LlfiUTiBAliK BrRIXKSS

assembled at No. 3:1 Pearl street to consider the
subject 01 revising the rules KoverMnjr the buti
nesa. The following live gentlemen as a atnudins

s committee were appointed torepoitat u iu nti
1 meeting:.
1 on the part of the merchant*, Mr. Franklin II

Edson, Prerideut 01 the Produce Kxciu'iire; Mr
t H. L. oili, flom merchant; and on the pan or tin
1 lightermen, Mfisra. Horace Ten llrook, V. M1 Manger ana Joan McCiearj. Aciomue<u

NTJAKY 8, 1875..WITH SU.

PIGEON SHOOTING IN THE WEST.

Chicaoo, Jan. S, 1IW.
The Dexter Park sweepstakes tournament hu

)tut closed lor lack of bird*, alter nearly six daya
shooting. The weather waa cold throughout, and
the attendance consequently very small, except In
ao far as it waa composed of the shooters. The^e
were ail local knighta or the trigger, with the exceptionol Lord Maaaareene, well known to New
Yorkers, who took an Interest In the arrival and
achievements of the Irish team, who engaged In
the flr-t day's sport. The several matches were

s*cepstak«rf, divided In the proportion ol fifty,
thirty and twenty per ceilt, usual conditions as to
trap, charge, rl-e and boundary, ties decided by
shoo, lug at thrM birds. Not to incumber the
Hkbald's space with scores, a b:lef abstract or
the week'a work is appended:.
On JUouday Abe Klelnuiau won the first prize

($16) in the first pweep. 0 eutiles, till ina all 6
birds. Al. ilankinsaud John J. Kieinman alvioea
the eecoud money, having killed 4 each, as well
as George C. Sherman, and tied in a'jooting off.
W. T. Johnson, a, took third inouey.
swKEr.iTAaaa No. i, » entries..First prire.

AL lUuklut. W. T. Johnson aud J. J. Klein-
man tied, kniins 6 each, HankinB winning on cue
shoot-oft wiih a. second prize.Abe Kieinman
b at Lord ilaasarcene on shooting off the tie
or 4 each. Third prize.W. ]>. Sampson a.
swekpstakics No. 3, 13 eu tries..Pi ret prize.0.

a. Keiton, Al. Hankins, w. r. Johnsoa aud Kd.
Price, tied on ft each; in the shoot-off Felton ana
Hankins tied on 8 each and divided. Second
prize.Abe Kleiumun, George C. Sherman. J. J.
kleinman and \V. fi. Sampson tied on 4 each;
Abe Klelninun killing 3 on the sticor-oflT and
winniug. Third prize.Lord Massareeae, J. T.
Welch and H. Milligan tied, s cacn; Lord AUsIaareeoe winning ou the shoot-off, killing a.
mkcund Day, Tuesday, l)ec. 29.swkepstakes

No. 4, * entries..Firm prize.T. L). I'urkiuson,
Joan J. Kleinman and J. w. (.'rant tied on 6,
Parkinson with a. wiuuiur on the shootroff. i:ecIond prize.ADe Kleinman, 4. Third prize.hi.
Bates. 3.
swLKiyrAKEs No. 5, 10 entries..First prize.

H. H. Kleinman and A. U. boiruriius tied ou 6;
tied agaiu ou 3 and divided. Second prize.F.
L. Judd, A. Kleinman, E. Bares, S. L>. raitluson
and J. W. Grant tied ou 4; in shooting on Park-
lusou, Kleinman and Judd tied again on 3. and on
the nsxt trial Judd won. Ill rd prize.J. A.
liable, Blackstock and J. J. Kleinman tied on 3,
Ruble winning on the slioot-off.
hwkkpstakkh No. c, 13 entries..First prize.Abe

Kletumau. Bogardu*, Welch, H. H. Kleinman and
Donald tied on 6; shooting off, Wotcli and the
Klelnmans tied; again ehootlug off, Abe Kleinman
won. Second prize.Bates, Ruble, Graut and
Blackstock tied on 4; shooting off. Bates and Ruble
tied on 3 and divided. Third prize.Ai. Hauklus
and Adams tied on U, Hanklus winning on the
shoot-off on 2.
Swerpstakks No. 7, 13 entries'..First prize.S.
C. Sherman una weicn nea on o; rnuuuog
Siiortnan Killed 3 to L second prize.Sammls,
Cremhion, Blackstock, Grant, Kinney, Al. Uankin- and m« three Kleinmaus tied 011 4; snoot.ng
off, U. H. Kleinman and J. CreiRbion tied on 3;
ttcHln shooting off, Kloioman won on 2. Third
prize.Bozarilas and Bates divided on 3.
Tumu Day.WHDKEKDAy, Dec. 30.sweepstake*

No, 8, 14 entries..First prize.Abe and u. H.
Kieluuiau and Hankins tied on 4; A. Kielnuian
and Haukirs tied on 8 shooting off; second
8boot-off, riauklns, 2. Second prize.J. J. Kleinmanand Bates divided on 4. l'nird prize.Creigh-
ton. Grunt, sammls, Ruble and Kinney tied on s;
snooting off, J. A. creighton and J. w. Grant tied
twice and divided.
Kweephtakes No. 0, 20 entries..First prizeAbeKleinman, Bogardus; Johnson and Decker

tied on 6; snooting off, Kleinman and Bogardui
tied on 3 (Johnson's third bird falling dead out-
side of bound#) and diviaod. Second prize.Hank.us,11. Kleinman, Walsh. Blackstock, Sammls,
Grant, Bates, Price, Judd, Welch, Sherman »nd J.
Kleinman tied >.n 4; Welch, Grant., Blackstock and
A. Kleiuuiaa tied on fiist snooting «.fl, Blackstock
winning on the second trial. Tliird prlZi.suer1man, J. Kieininan. Ktuney, Ruble, Orntlorff and
Hauklos tied on3; shooting off, Sherman, Ruble
and Kinney tied on 3; shooting off again, Ruble
and Kinney tied on 2 and divided.
Fot'Biu Day, Thursday, Dec. 31.Swkbfstakes

No. 10, $10 each, at 10 birds, 17 entries..First
prize.A. H. Bogardus and J. F. Welci tied on 10
and divided. Second prize.H. Hand, A. Kleingauand 8. D. Parkinson tied on tt; shooting off, If.

. Kleinman aud Parkinson tied and divided.
Tbiru prize .W. T. Johnson, J. J. Kleinman, H. W.
Sherman and Judd tied on 8, Judd wlnuiug on the
aborting off on 4.
Sweepstakes No. 11, IT entries..Pirst prize.

rtopardus, George Varnsrorth, Parkinson, A.
r Kleinman, J. w. Grant and K. Bates tied on

(: ShOOting on, m>|[*niu9. mciuuiiu nuu rmi 14a-

worth tied on 3; agaiu, Bogardus and turnsworth
tied; third shoot-on; Bogardus woo. second
prize.O. 0. Sherman, J. J. Klelnman, Johnson,

r Kuole and Judd tied on 4; shooting off, J. J. Klein-
man won on 3. Third prize.J. Camming*. Welch
ami V. Grady tied on 8; shooting off, alter foor
tie*, welch beat Cummings.

[ Fifth Dat.Friday, Jan. 1.Swrepstakes
>'o. 12, 17 entries..First prize -Bojrardus, A.
Klelnman and J. A. Ruble tied ou ft; shooting
off at 20 yards all tied on 3 straight; again at 31
Ruble killed 2 out of 3, the professionals l eaco.
The victory was loudly applauded, Mr. Kuole beingI s very young shot. Second prize.J. J. Klelnman,
II. W. Sherman, A, N. Decker, Judd, tl. H. KleinIman, E. Bates and J. W. Craut tiedoo4; at 26
yards bnermau, Decker and II. H. Klelnman tied
on 3 straight; at 31 Sherman killed * ont oi 3 and

r won. Third prize.1'arkinson, Welcn, C. Fenn,
Cummings ana S. Underwood tied on 3, Fenn
winning after two ties with Welch. .

*

t 8w*kpstake3 No, 13. 17 entries..First prize.
Bogardus and J. J. Klelnman tied on ft and dlITided. second prize.Welch. IL W. Sherman, J.
C. Sherman, Parkinson, Ruble and Fenn tied on 4;
Kuble winning after two ties with J. C. Sherman.
Third prize.Decker, A. and H. 1J. Klemman,

' Farnsworth. Judo, Baldwin and Fulton tied on 3;
Abe Klelnman winning finally.
A $20 sweep at twenty birds.entries. Bogar|dns, tne three Klein mans, Welch, George C. Sher-

' man and Parkinson.could not bo decided on ibe
2a for lack ol birds, and a freeze out sweep of
$10 each, eight eniries, concluded proceedings.
Welcn, Bogkrdus and A. Kleinniin had killed 5
each when the biros gave out, and they divided
tne stake.

SHOOTING IN OHIO.
Lancaster, Jan. 4, 1876.

Tne shooting tournament in this city on Friday
and Saturday last attracted a big crowd. Tin
sporting fraternity were out In lull force, and
among the contestants for the premiums were
crack "shots" from Pittsburg, Zanesvlile, Circle:rlile and other cities. The first day's match was
for first, second Hnd third money.$100, $50 and
fjo.free to all at $7 per head. In this trial tliere
were twenty-one competitors, 10 birds eaeh, 25
Vftrdl riS6« »U junta UUUuu-.., */4 vui.vv nuuS l*uuertoe Weatern sporting rales. We append the

I °"re:_ K<UecL Misted.
A. Van Hyde, Circlevillc 4 6 !
WUiiatn hoc**, laucaster 46
J. iDgiaiiaiu. Zanesvlile 4 6
W. Davidson, Lancaster 82
0. Hodc, somerset 6 4
J. B. Wawon, WiUlamsport 5S

; George tie®, Laucaater 4 6
Charles Creed, Lancaster 73
Daniel Uillord, Laiicaater 6 ft
H. Method; Lancaater . 6 4
T. Gallagher. tteform Farm ftb

r FrunK Hamilton, Lancaster 91 ,

H. Work, Lancaster T 3
H. Peters, Lancaster 2 8
G. Rrasee, Lancaster 2 8
J. K. Jones, ClrdcTllle 4 C
P. Mhaeifer, Lancaster 0 4
John Clark, 1'ituourg 8 2
Ed. Himrod, circlevine 6 4
Isaac UuiiKie, Pittsburg t »
|L I'errv. Lancaster 6 4
The tlrst pn*e wan uccoruingly awarded to Mr.

Frank Hamilton, oi ibiM citjr. The ties were <11ITided.
i lie aecond (lay's match was for a $100 breech)louder, with teu to slmot, six birds each.

TUB HC0IU1.
» KlUca. i/lsaeCU

r F. Hhaetler, Lancaater 6 1
H. Work, Lancaater 4 2
J. Clark, Pittsburg 4 2
F. Hamilton, Lancaster 3 3

[ B. lllimod, Urcteville 5 1
; i. Miner, Lancaster 3 3

c. MiaelTer, Lancaster 2 4
I J. Jones, Circleville 2 4
t C. Hope, Somerset 2 4

K. tamp 4 8 1
Hliueder, oi Hits city, and llimr»d, or clrcleTllle,

being lied, shut live more blrda to decide who
should take tne gun. Miarffor killed bis five
atraialit birds and won the prise, Hiuirod cutting
down but lour.

l RACING IN CALIFORNIA.
i
,f Oakland Thottinci Park, Dec. 29..Purse |100;

hali-mlle boats, three lu live; $G0 to first Horse,
$30 to »econd and $10 to third.

T XNTUIK.H.
i G. R. Buchanan's sorrel Ned, 90 lbs... 3 l A l l

D. Van Goidcn's Uraj Dick, 110 lbs... 12 4 2 8
» owner'i Ulue <Jloud, 90 lbs 6 0 19 4

Mr. Halsiead'a Obe, 110 Ids 2 3 3 6 2
> Mr. Hine's Kiror, »o li* 4 4 2 4 0

Time, Oi . *.50,'4.52><.03-*j3^.
Oakland Trottinu I'ahk, Doc. 30..Purse $100;

r haii-n.ile beau. beat tnree iu Ave.
KNTKIKH.

F. II. Dc Vall's Heiklrk'. 1 2 3 3 3
W. I.eiRii's Jordan 2 3 112
8, Van Gordon's Ciimaiiiati 3 12 2 1

Tliue, 49- so.u.60.6162.
Too above race was not tliilslied, aud wat postponedtill tlie next day.

THE WEEK OF PBAYEB.
' The overhanging clouds and the ninddv streets

kept many persons away irorn the Kvan«e leal

; Alliance meeting in Dr. Roger*' church jresierday.
'ihrro was, however, a verv good congregation,
which nearly filled the church. Dr. Tjrng presided

PPLEMENT.
ut made aAw opening rtMrki. Tut exercise*
were participates m also by Drt. Hutton, Boom and
Rogers and Re*. Mes»rs. Matthews and Cameron.
The themes to wbtah the prayers and addresses
tended were the extenson o( religious liberty
throughout the world; the prevalence or peace
among nations; the Increase of unity among
Christians ot all lands; the -ubordiuatlon ol internationalIntercourse, commerce and science
to the spread ol Christ's kingdom. Dr.
Booth's remarks were direced toward the
commercial theme and its exultation rather
tn.tn us subordination to ihe messenger or Christ's
kingdom. Professor Martin re/erred to the power
of i rarer in the conversion or ihe HuaowtcU
IsiHU.ters to Christianity within a half century,
and tae opening of Japan. China and India to the
spread 01 the Gospel. The unity ol the Churcn
was ttlso str >ngly advocated by the speakers and
earnest prayer was offered tbereior. The meetingto-day will be presided over by Dr. Chapman,
ol St. 1'aul'a Metnooist Episcopal church, and will
be directed toward the conversion or the Jews, lor
the deliverance or uutions from superstition, and
lor the conversion or the world to Christ. This
evening also, in the same cliorch, Dr. John Hall
will preacii a sermon and on Moaaay evening a
mass meeting will be uelti there, at which addresseswill be delivered by ministers of different
denominations, and an account of Messrs. Moody
anaSsnckef'a mission in Great Britain and Irelandwui be given.

irus VYiiusi. jrnuruuix uwjNJiiUH.

HAYOB WICrHAMS RECOMMENDATIONB APPROVEDAND COMPTROLLER GREEN'® ACTION
CONDEMNED.
A meeting of west side property owners was held

at No. 1 Pine street yesterday atternoon. The
Chairman, William T. Biocigett, stated tne object
to be to hear an expression of opinton upon and to
devise ways and means for carrying out the improvementsinaugurated In tbe northern portion
or the city, and to second the recommendations
made thereon by Bis Honor Mayor Wickham.
Mr. John W. mason stared t&at a series or resolutionscovering the subject had been prepared,

wbicn he desired to submit to the meeting. They
are as follows:.
Resolved, that the property owners on the west side

otthe city have read with much interest the able MestAge01 HU Honor, William 11. Wickham ihc Mayor,and approve of It* bu*iuei*-like tone and goncrally wise
recommendations.
itesolved, That ao ran:ti of t*ie Me^snje as treats of

the nroHccutlon oi the public works, uud particularlythose which h ive already been initiated and lor wiucn
aH^esytncnia nave beeu laid, such as the Kivemde and
Morainnsldc avenues, meet with our hearty commendationand approval.
Keso; vi-d, 1 hat the wise and economical expenditure

oi money in tiie op filing, laying out una improving ot
tne avenues. driven and streets lift' invariably in (lie
p*st been productive of increased revenue to the cityuud ol benefit lo the property owners, and will continue
to be so in the tutu re.

Ke.olvcJ, lliat the establishment of the boulevards
an.1 the Morningsldu and Krversidc parks has had the
same effect as tne establishment of the Central Park in
increasing the taxable value ot the property in their
iieighborh-Kiltf many times exceeding the cost thereof,
and there.>y has directly benetlUid property in other
parts olthe clly by lightening the btirdent of taxation,wblo would otherwise have fallen upon It; that the dis-
continuance ot the work on these parks aud drives, in
their present unllui'hel condition, has had the etleet not
onlv ol ch-cKiuK a rise In ill : value ot the property at-
cs«d for the same, but hat caused a decline; that, un-

lesi these works are carried on without further delay,
such decline will continue and thus increase the burdeit*
ot tax itlon on o*her parts of the city.
Resolved, That there appears to be a misapprehension

as to the policy of temporarily borrowing uionev by the
city to pav lor these improvement*, as the.«e moneys are
afterward repaid to the city by tlie assessinen s upon
the prorcrty benefited, wlub assessments are a paramot'ntlien upon the lunj und draw twelve per cent interest,whereas the city pays but six or scren per cent
Interest upon the money fo borrowed bv tu
Ke«ol ved, That if the Mme amount of money had been

expended in the economies) construction ot a rapid
transit road as bus already been expended by the city
in the construction of the Brooklyn Bridge, it would
have resulted in adding largely to our popn'ation, as
well as t>> the taxable value of Its property; that it is
difllcu t to see on what grounds of sound policy this city
should expend millions of money for the purpose of constructingn highway for the benefit ot a sister city.
He solved, That In so tar as the recommendations and

enunciation ol principles contained m the rccent annualMcs-age of His Excellency Governor Tltde.n are in
accord with the neccwary and wise recommendation!
of the Mayor in favor or municipal government the
people ot this city will approve the same.

Upon the motion /or tfce adoption of tbe resolutionsa number of t!ie gentlemen present audreanedtbe Cnalr, among them Mr. 8. K. Church,
who declared that no Improvement bad been
made in the unosr nart of the citT which bad in-
creased the rate ot taxation one dollar, as the Intereston the bonds bad been met two tor one uy
tbe resultant increased valuation of property.
Tbe city bad got our money and now reiuses
to continue and complete those Improvement*lor which It wm naid. tie denounced
tbe action or Comptroller Green, 'ban whom no
man bad more strongly urged these verj improvements,while at tnetr bead as the President
of the Park Commission, but who bow opposed
tnern wbeu ne was at their tail, lie clstmed that
the articles appealing in a certain Journal In oppositionto these improvements were incited 6y
Green, and that they were nut Justified in the as-
aumptlon that increased taxation would result
from tbelr completion. Turce-quarters of the
$30,000,000 or taxes in tbe city is paid by the real
estate owner*, and be insisted that the 70,000 va-
cant uru In tbe upper part 01 the city should be
pat in sueh condition aa to be made available, and
so enab:e tbe ownera to pay tbelr assessments.
Mr. Husklns, of Fordham, urged tbe necessity of

devising some scheme or raplu transit in order to
make the vacant lots available.
Tne resolutions were unanimoasly adopted, aa

was one commending tbe appointment of William
It. Martin aa Park Commissioner, and tbe meeunc
adjourned.

BOGUS CUSTOMS OFFICERS.

HOW UNSUSPECTING VICTIMS ABE FLEECED BT
SWINDLERS.

There have been many complaints of late about
a system of swindling which baa been carried on
under tbe shadow ot ttie Custom (louse. It consistsof the assumption ol tbe duties and rights of
Custom House officers oy a number of rascals,
who, to work tbelr ends the more easily, wear

bogua badges, precise Imitations of tfee badges
worn by tbe regular Inspectors. Tbe manner in
which they accomplish their ends Is thus:.They
follow some unsuspecting passeuger, who may be
leaving tbe ship with some small package, which
has escaped the attention or tne regular custom
House officer, and when be is clear or the dock
the swindler approaches turn anu demands to see
what be has got. If any objection Is made to
sUow ttie package tbe swindler opens bis
coat and exhibits an apparently regular
Custom House badge. luls, of course,
scarcs the would-be smuggler j tbe goods
are dellvoied up and tnat is the iast that Is heard
ol them. The passenger claims them at tbe CustomHouse, but, of coarse, to no purpose. Tt.is
KUUlliUU U1 HWIUUIIUK Uttfl UCCU SU BUL'tVIWUil lll&k

many parties.even hose who should have known
belter.nave been deiraadert of their go >d«. and
bare given them up simply to lose them lorever.
These people cannot be generally recognized.
This plan aeems to exist as a regular ayatern,

and win sootier or later be broken up; but thus
far no attemut has been made by the Custom
llouHe authorities or police to discover the parties
who have been successful by mis ingenious trick.

Mr. Benedict, the Dei.oty surveyor, yesterday
told a representative of the Hkkald that he had
beard oi discharged Liu torn Huuse Inspectors
doing incus something like this, and mat tney
have done theiu by means or the badges which
thev hau In their possession before they were dismissed.Various parties Had been arrested by the

fiollcc lor representing themselves as Cus'om
louse officers, but he nad not heard of any recur-
reuce o this thing lat-ly.
Collector Arthur had heard no complaints of

late concerning this system 01 swindle, and no
thougnt the Custom House rules were so strict
that nobody could successfully practice suoh a
swindle long.

INCENDIARIES AT WORK.

XJKBCCCESSrUL ATTEMPT TO BET FIBS TO A VAJ>
UABLE MilJ, PROPEttTX.

Wbsttobt, Conn., Jan. fl, 1876.
Considerable excitement was occasioned about

town this morning by the report that an attempt
bad been made last night to set Mr. Edward H.
Nash's mills on fire. This was heightened by the
fact that an incendiary Ore had recently taken

'

placc on the premises, entailing a loss of several
thousands of dollars, and further, that within the
past fnteen mouths ten Incendiary flres Have occurredin the town, by which an aggiegated loss
of not less than $100,000 has been sustained.The mill property of Mr, Nash,
wuo la one of the wealthiest men in
Wextport, embrace* a grist mill, saw mill, cider
mill, tut and blind establishment with steam
and water power attached, a wnistey distillery.
two barns aud three dwelling houses, the whole of
whicill burned, could not be replace^ for $75,000.
Last night, at eight o'clock, two suspicious men
were seen f»y Mr. M. Wallace, superintendent of tbe
ash factory,

MtOWLLXO ABOUT TIIK !
Their movement'* did not excite suspicion, but
tuls morning he observed n quantity of pine
shavings and klndlers at one corner or the build-
lng placed in such a manner as to readily ignite.
Matcnea were ai.10 louud. Mr. Wallace cominunlcatodhla discovery to Mr. Naan, and the
two made a thorough Inspection of the premises.
It soon became apparent toat a deep lalu plot was
on foot to burn the buildings. Word waa sent to
the authorities, and a fair description of the men
was given to tl>e vigilance committee just organized,anu to-night the premises will he guarded
and watched wlni a view to apprehending the
guilty parlies, who, us is currently reported, are
resident* ol the town. Among

TIIK DISASTROUS KIRKS
which have taken place here is that on the premise*of Stephen ll. Aiden. Rewards of 1*00 offered
by him aud J.'.oo by the town for the arrest of
those applyinu the match are still In force. Hie
tewn pos«eses two good englnea and two well
organised fire companiea, besides a first claas

I hook aud ladder company. i

\
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Regular Meeting of the
Board of A Id fir-men.

Announcement of the Standing Committees
for 1875.

Warden Brennan Appointed,
Commissioner of Charities.

Ricbard Flanagan a Candidate for Police
Commissioner.

Queer Doings at the Comp*
troller's Office.

The City Hall was not quite so beset with office*
welters yesterday as on the day previous, the bad
weather and the knowledge that they would stand
Utt;e chance of being at>le to boro the Mayor ror
hours at a time probably being the cause of tlia
absence or the crowds which hare thronged the corridor*since New Year's Day. There was the nanal
amount of rumors; out nothing definite was mad*
Known by the Mayor as to what he intended to do
with Urcea. or Matseli, or anybody else, although
tt>e quidnuncs seem to think that, because CommissionerUistecker was closeted with him for a
long while during the day, something startling
was about to nappeu to some one of the quartet la
the Mulberry street mansion.

MKETINQ UP THE MW BOARD OF ALDEKMBX.
t the regular meeting 01 the Board oI Aldermen,held yesterday aiternoon, but little business

of public importance was transacted. A caucus
was held previous 10 the meeting, at which th«
last touches were (riven to tb» standing commit*
tees. It was rather amusing to see the disposition
some or the members made of themselves when
they got in the ohamber. There are only loarteeu
efficient aldermanic seats In the room, and the resultwu Miat tea honorable gentlemen had t«
scatter themselves abont quite promiscuously. Tne
late Mayor, Kir. Vance, looklug as modest and retiringas though be had never had it in nls power
to make even the "feovs" nt.in/i rmmii *<%

beads of departments to tremble In tneir boots
whenever be sent for ttiem, found refugo in

A RKMOTS CORNBR
of the room to the leit of the President's desk,
where he vu fortunate enough to espy an old
broken chair. This was a prise, however, for the
genial Andrew Blessing, with his legislative
honers jet fresh upon him, got nothing better for
a temporary throne than a part of the step that
helps the stoat messenger on hie travels up to
the Clerk's piatiorm. Hat Andy looked happy
withal, and quite at his ease when ne finally secureda whole chair all to himself, which a skirmishersecured for him. Then there was Btrack
ou a stool, with a look or regret upon his face, as
it he yet uad in his mind's eye that i'residenojr
tiiar was wiped oat when the Assistant Aldermen
were

BDRIKD OH NEW TEAK'S.
Kalakaua unon, with a cannibalistic glow

about his black eyes, being an old iiand, had his
old seat, and, being used to the ways or the ol4
Board, managed to get some ot the new men la
snug seats that were oinclaily numbered by districtsas of old. Billings, tan and actlvs, and
Morris, fat, lair, and somewhere near forty, had
their own ehaira, while Gross, looking like Santa
Claus after hu Christmas tup abouf town, sat
moodily beside ex-Judge Shandley, who seemed
not toleel at home at all. But the members, old
aud new, took the situation good naturedly, and
those who were not seated in official chairs felt
tnat they were every inch Aldermen for a' that.
President l<ewis presided. Tnere was a little
group of bis personal friends sealed on a table
to the right 01 him. which fact uouoUessacoounted
for the exact and deliberate way he put motions
and announced resolutions and listened with
dignity to the

"few remarks"
some of the AMermeu bad to make. Twomey was
on hand too, in all his new-ioand glory of Chief
Clerk, looking stern and commanding, deeming it
necessary, doubtless, that somebody who knew
the ropes should keep his eyes and ears open lor
the proper transaction of the day's work. But all
tins business was trifliqg. A resolution offered
by Mr. Kellly, autnorising the appointment by the
Mayor or two competent persons to codify the existingordinances so as to meet the new order of
things under the Consolidation act and the new
charter, ana to eomptie aw existing state laws relatingto ta« cttr and county, was adopted. A lew
other reaolatlous, authorizing toe erection of (M
lamps in iront of private edifices and tue like,
were oflerad and took tho regular course. Tha
standing committees were then announced, after
which the Board adjourned. The commutes are
as follows
Arts and Sciences.Messrs, Gross, Purroy and

Billings.
FuiTles.Messrs. Powers, Rellly ancf Ilowland.
Fiuanofs.Messrs. Gross, Lysngbt, Cole, Vance

and Morris.
Land* a:id Places.Me&srs. Lj sag lit, Blessing

and Deane.
lair.Messrs. Purroy, Shan.lley and Billings.
Markets.Messrs. Siraca, Gllon and KoDinson.
ITiiUiny at*l A (IverUsiiio.Heast's. Shandiey,

Powers and Simonson.
Public Works.Messrs. Reilly, Shandiey and

Morris.
Kailroads.Messrs. Blessing, Gontzer and Howland.
Repairs and Supplies. Messrs. Giion, struck and

Soutttwortb.
Holds.Messrs. McCarthy, Reilly and Deana.
.Salaries and Offices.Messrs. Cole, beery and

Robinson.
Streets. Mei<flr-i.Guntzer, Lysagbt and Simonson.
ftoeH pacenienU.He&Ms. seery, McCarthy and

Soutbwortu.
TUB NEW COMMI83IOKKB Of CfTARITIKS.

The Major yesterday appointed the well known
Warden oi Bcilevue Hospital, Mr. Thomas 8.
Brennan, as commissioner of cbaritles and Correction,in place of Mr. Edward L. Donnelly.
The lollowiug is Mr. E. L. Donnelly's letter withdrawingirom tne commission

Nuw Yon*. Jan. 7,1S7I.
To Hit Honor Maror Wict*a*:Uiksia.When, st your kind *u(mention, your prertectMord'.d me the honor to appoint tue one of the Conuii*noner»uiPublic Charitis* and Correction I accepted
the oCir« in deference to your k.m-1 eatlm.ue of my rtin«j|.for It, tathcr ihau bcciusa I lelt mysoli qualified.

I And, however, that Hie duties of the pine* demand
uiore Uine and attention than f can prs<iblv five to
their di»ciiame. and f lurebr tenler my remga«tion,
with the leqweat that l» be ghen immedluic edeot by
appointment oi mv mccottor. Willi renewed expresslonol my tcrmt'iul Mnm of your consideration lor me,
and with regret* that I cannot, in tho manner yun hail
expected, contribute to what 1 am iurs will prove to be
a brilliant administration oi the city government, f am,
>vltli great roape .t, your mend uu4 onodient aervant.

i- L. 1-loN NELLY.
THK PI BR COXUISStONlSR*.

President Periey, oi the Board 01 Ktre Cummin,
sloncrs, called upon Mayor Wickh.im yesterday
and asked for more cimo during which 10 prepare
their answer to the charges made against them.
Ti»e Mayor gave them until Monday. A gentleman
who knows just what the repor: c<ma ns, on hearingor thin extension, cxclalniedThey could
get their answer in an hour It they liked.*' -How
sot" he was asked, ''Simply in this way.we can
make no defence."

TUB I'OLICK COMKIS-SION'ERg.
Aldermen Lewis, Reiliy and Powers, democrats,

and Morris and Hillings, republican*, called upon
the Mayor to day anu urged the appointment of
Richard Flanagan, ex-President of the Board of Aldermen,as Police Commissioner. The Mayor replied
that as yet there was no vacancy in the Poiic«
Commission, and remarked that, he esteemed Mr.
Flanagan very nighty and would keep the recommendationin lus iiund.

THE COMPTKOLLKR'9 OKFICg.
Some of the men who were disc harged on th«

10th of last month because they would not pay tha
salary brokers their blood money called for tha
ten days' pay due them at the comptroller's offlc*
yesterday, but the paymaster refused to pay them.
As there was a short time ago an order posted up
In the office that no salaries would be p.ud to any
person to whom they had been assigned it would
seem that the brokers mutt have had it abrogated.
Who received the ten days' pnr 01 the twenty dischargedfiremen is a question that the Comptroller
ought to be aoie to answer.

THE "LOOOERIIEAD" CANARD.
There is absolutely not tne slightest. Inundation

(or the rumor that Mr. John Keiiy and Mayor
Wickhfcm have "rallcu out." They Jiave been
steadiest friends and neighbors for years, and
nothing whatever has transpired to disturb their
old relations.

CHARLEY ROSS.

The mystery or the Ross case still remains onpenetrated.According to the police they are yet
looking after the lost hoy, but their efforts so lar
have beeu unsuccessiul. Every circumstance that
at all looked like a clew to his probable hiding
place has been weighed, examined and Inquired
into, and the searchers are no nearer the o'llid
now than they were when they started out. InfCONTINUED
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